Closing Speech for Defence.
Sir H, Curtis Bennett
only be given when my time had come to put the prisoner's case
before you.
Ail of you who know Mr. Matthews will be pleased that to-day
and last evening a very strong stand was taken by the prosecution,
and by my lord, in withdrawing any sort of insinuation against
that gentleman's good faith. It was thought necessary by the
prosecution not only to recall Superintendent Weaver, but also
that girl Price—that some suggestion was going to be made that
somebody had put that little packet of arsenic into the bureau
after the police had searched. That suggestion was the result of
the course taken by the Attorney-General during the case; and I
desire now, before I finally deal with the facts of the case, to say
that I am most grateful for the assistance I have received in this
case, not only from both my learned friends, who have been of the
greatest assistance to me in a most anxious, difficult, and compli-
cated case, but I also desire, if I may, to express my grateful
thanks to Mr. Matthews and those who have worked with him for
the assistance they have given me. It is quite impossible to
conduct a case of this sort unless one has a number of loyal helpers.
It is possible to come into Court and ask questions, but those
questions are the result of a great deal of hard work, anxiety, and
inquiry; and, although I put those questions, do not imagine that
I am not grateful to those who have assisted me.
Now, gentlemen, for the last time let me point out to you
again what in my submission shows what your verdict must be in
this case, and I want again, if I may, to ask you, as I did on
Monday morning, to take the two cases and look at them: the
case that Major Armstrong administered arsenic to his wife, from
which she died, and the other case, which is not necessary to
prove, that Mrs. Armstrong was of suicidal tendency, and in
fact committed suicide. If you will look at the case from these
two points of view I think it will be helpful to you in coming to
a proper conclusion here; and just remember this, that when you
go to consider your verdict, your verdict has to be given that day,
at that time. It is no use your saying in a fortnight or a month's
time, ce Well, I hope we were right; I hope that verdict was right;
I hope there was not anything in that suggestion of her committing
suicide." Let your minds have nothing of that sort to deal with
in future life. You have to give your verdict where you are after
his lordship has summed up. You will then have to consider that
verdict, and it has to be given then, and it is final. On a question
of law there might be an appeal, but, so far as your verdict is
concerned, it is absolutely final, and do not get into your minds,
as sometimes gets into jurors' minds, that there is a Court of
Criminal Appeal, and that the verdict is not final.
Now, quite shortly, what again is the position of this case?
The prosecution set out to prove their case (not to make a
suggestion, for that is so easy), not to say to one doctor after
281

